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', %% Comnlgion have drewn up.reodmmendations for a final sclution

AL /tha chamnel’ of the.Ri» Grande at Kl Pasc, Texms in 1864, After i %
‘ "'7"'a meeting between Preeidenta Taft and Dieg in 1510, the dispute NN
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In accordance with your understanding with President Léper

. .Mateom ef Wexlico, the Department of State, the Moxican Miniatry R

. of Foreign Relationa, aud the International Boundery end Water SO
£ the ‘Casmisal dispute.- The dispute originated with & shift in ;‘?D

was subaltted to international arbitratien. 'The United States

2id not accept the arbitrel award on the ground, ameng cthers, .
that the arbitral Comnmlssicn excocced its teanns of reterence Yy
by dividing the trsct. Pach Administration since that time b}

has attanpted to work out & solution to the controversy. R
‘A Memorandum which presents the essential features of a ™~
settlevent in the form of recazmendations to the Presidents .
has been drawn up by the two Forelgn Offices. The recaumendsd §\\
settlement entsils & net trapsfer to Mexdco of L37 acres of v

N
United States territery. (A map of the area showing the %

i
reccrmended beundary chanzes is enelcsed). The Eio Crande A
veuld te relceateod inte a2 new channel so that all Hexican *
territory (366 acres in the Charizal zone, 193 acres of Cordeva ‘\\
Islaud already under Mexican jurisdiction, and 26k acres east
of Cordova Island for a total of 323 acres) would be scuth of >
the Rio Grande.

Press statenants expressing acceptance of the recommenda-
tions have been drafted for you and Presidont Ldpez Mateos to
{ssue eikultaneously with the public. releasa of the . lMemorsndum.
Mnally, there¢ is general "agreemsnt on an exchangs of notes
which would incorperate a4 related understanding on payment for
strudtures wvhich would pass intact te Mexios, which becsuse
of the sensitivity of this problem inm Nexieo, the Mexisan
Govarmsent profers to handle soparately from the Mamorendum.
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mae mm tonld maxﬁ‘ omivmt tn omlndo
aomtinm the - Larms recoxmended in the Nstcrenduts : Onom

the reccamended terwe. are forsally asodpted Y *boﬁzms.donh,
the Forsign {Qffices mmumnmnuu

. conolude & 6envention, \Mnh mla be cuhd.t'hd o fho rapaotivo

.!mtu for: app-anl.

Ul c-tinto that the net mt to tho Uuitod sute- of aequiring

ﬂwlm and inpravenents in the arvess involved and. our share
of the ‘aoet of. relocating the river ‘chemel; replasing existing |
. " snd moving two rail lines- mllbcabwg $£.0 atidion, ..
- Thig’ "1 bised on preliainary estinates ,anamumenwl
an apjropriation of $26.5 million, offset subsequently by reim-
enent of $li.7 million for sirustures pasaing:intact to Mexico
-2 and by, $343:04114on fyom #ale of & purtion of thé land sciuired -
.. by.the Tnited States.’..the cost of reloonting: thg.ﬂ.gc ‘ohammel
. snd ol eracking mbr:dgea is 1o be shared oqually.. Beze 3,750,

?

*and the area ustotcmava Island; to be trmafmd to Mexdco.

mabasndar Mann, United States Cmi.ssionar F"S.edkin cn
the Internaticnal Beundary end Weter Commission, and officials
of the Department have regulerly over the laat geveral months
consulted with local, Texas and Federal officials and with
maabers: of Congress. Officizls cf Kl Paso and Texas, inoluding
Governor Connally, and most commmnity leaders in El Paso favor
a settlement and have indicated acceptance of the one proposed.
Within the lmst week the follewing have been advissd in detail
of the tarma and tining of the proposed settlamont, either

directly or indirectly according to their mreferencet the Vice

Prosident through Mr. Jenkins; Semator Mansfield through
Mr. Valeoj a1l members of the Senete Ferelgn Relaticns Coamiitee
by a memorandun prepared by the Forelgn Relaticas Committee Staff;
- Senators Norse and Hickenlcoper ked heen consulted in detail |
. previcusly; Semgtor McClallan through Mr. Westbrook; Senator
' Hayden by memoranduns Sernators Yarborough, Tower and Saltonstall
directly; Congresswman Morgan through Mr. Crawford of the House
Foreign Affairs Cormittee Steff; Congresawoman Bolton and
Congresamen Bow, 8elden and Forewman directly, and Comgressmen
Hailliard, Gannon, and Rooney by memorandum, Only Senstor Tower
"and Congressman Frreman have expressed resarvations, but hzve
‘not indlcated they are opposed. Fo significant organized oppo-
sition to-the ssttlement has been expresnsd in Texas except by

hoae cwners in the actual area to bq trensferred and by extremist
groups. -

I recomrend that you spprove the gsaeral tuma for. sottl.a-
nont of the dispate, and anthorize the Department to reach
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Qgreuut with n.unocn tho!!mm the P;utdenﬁal )
. statmmats spraoving it and - thelr releese to.ihe press,snd. A -
- - - ¢ goosed sitk the iiis"ﬁhﬁm nnd aiguing ot n Chanisal “bonven mn.
i , I also rescmasnd that, before piblis rolnn of the"berss
T of sottlemént, you ccasider mesting with the above-mentionsd .
i mowbers of the Congress to inform them of your deoision’ m- htn

) an apprupriata nabu: of your at«u:t cmnlt thn.
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